
Do I feel Horn-e? Well, do ya punk?
Peak:   Wetterhorn Peak  -  14,015 feet
Posted By:   bergsteigen
Post Date:   07/13/2009
Date Climbed:   07/11/2009

Wetterhorn Peak
3's Company: Josh, Karen & me
Starting TH: Matterhorn Creek
Ending TH: Nellie Creek
Mileage: 11
Elevation gain: 4,160'
Start: 5am
Total time: 9 hrs

Day 1: Wetterhorn (Matterhorn, Uncompaghre)
Day 2: Redcloud, Sunshine, "Sundog"

The Plan:
Do a thru hike from Wetterhorn, to Matterhorn, and over to Uncompaghre. Have a vehicle parked at each 4WD TH. ~14-15 miles, with ~7,000' vertical.
Starting early, it's totally do-able.

The Reality...
Delays in the morning and pre-noon storms foiled my ever so slightly ambitious plans 

Prelude:
Driving 5.5 hours solo to the San Juans gives one a lot of time to think about random things. It may just be the recent Transformers movies, but I got to
thinking how awesome it would be to have a transformer vehicle. For the highways, an Aston Martin and then upon reaching the 4WD roads, it transforms
back into my truck. Or maybe it just that my truck, while awesome, doesn't like steep hills. So when I get into the left lane to pass up hill, and someone
cuts me off at the last second, making me lose precious momentum, I get peaved!

After what seemed like a really long time, I reached Lake City just after sunset. I was meeting my friends somewhere up the Nellie Creek road. I made my
way up, easily in the dark. Nothing too bad with the road, just some rollercoaster bumps here and there. Of course during one of these, I had to be
drinking some juice, which splashed all over me. Up to that point I had thought the road was so easy, I could do both at the same time. At the 2nd stream
crossing I was really wishing I had some off-road lights on my truck. The hard right turn up a steep slope with big rocks almost caught me off guard. As I
was approaching the TH, I started wondering how I was going to find my friends in the dark. They were wondering where I was (~10pm), so they were out
on the road with headlamps, so it all worked out. We camped in our respective vehicles for the night, and tried to sleep.

The climb, Day 1:
We woke up at 3am, none of us had slept well at all. My breakfast was a drinkable yogurt smoothy. Simple & quick, except for the fact that during my first
sip it tasted a bit too fizzy and tart. Yak, it had turned. Hmmm, not a good start to the morning.

At ~4:15am, we took my truck over to the Matterhorn 4WD TH as fast as I could drive the rough roads in the dark, again wishing for off-road lights. We hit
the trail at 5am, at least an hour off where we should be. We scooted up the trail as fast as we could go, watching the sunrise on the ridges around us.

First view of Matterhorn:

http://www.14ers.com/php14ers/tripreport.php?trip=6521


Karen, with what will be her first 14er behind:

Josh enjoying dragging everything out of his pack :
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Wetterhorn in the morn:

Close up of the SE face:
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There's only 2 small snowfields to cross on the way up to the ridge. Nothing to worry about, but trekking poles are useful.

We made really fast time up the upper route. Too fast in fact. I barely managed to get my camera out twice before we were on the summit. I was
enjoying it so much, but it went by way too quickly! I wanted the class 3 section to be much longer. I guess there are other peaks I get to look forward to
then.

Here's what I managed to capture of the upper route (snow and ice free):
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Congrats to Karen on her first 14er!
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Some interesting looking 13ers. Will need to look into these!

Our goals for tomorrow, somewhere in there...
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The remainder of the route I had planned... looking inviting! The trail over to Uncompaghre winds around in the valley.

Down further on the ridge:
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My friends, down hiking faster than I can draw my camera:

The only remaining snowfield on a slope. No prob in the warming sun:
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We made good time over to Matterhorn, but the sky was starting to look not so nice. Since this was the "Extra Credit" on the trip, we decided to skip it,
and go for the big one.

Matterhorn and connecting ridge:

On the rather long trek from the Horns over to Uncompaghre, Josh serenaded us ladies with some pretty, ahhhh... ummm, non repeatable/mentionable
songs & lyrics. We did get into a rousing rendition of "You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin' ", somewhere in the golf course part of the connecting trail.

Travellin' fast, too fast for me to draw my camera... gotta practice that quick draw action!

../images/trips/wett/49_2009071311494316_l.jpg
../images/trips/wett/49_2009071311494317_l.jpg


Uncompahgre, so close, yet so far:

Are we there yet?
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Wetterhorn and Matterhorn looking stormy. Doesn't it look like a crazy golf course?
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We get up to the JCN of the Uncompahgre trail with rumblings surrounding us. It looks so close, only 1 more hour! That's all we needed...  We sit and
take a rest and wish the weather would improve. The storms are not moving, they're building. Josh suggests a secret vote. We all close our eyes, and
whoever wants to call it and go down, raise their hand. Yeah, about that..... 

So do I feel lucky? No

Shortly after starting our retreat down to the Nellie Creek TH, the storm exploded over our heads. Confirmation of a good decision! Hail pounded us and
made for some pretty shots of the peak, once the sun peaked out briefly.

Further down the trail we stop to admire the volcanic rock surrounding us.

../images/trips/wett/49_2009071311494321_l.jpg
../images/trips/wett/49_2009071314122822_l.jpg


Back at our next camp, digging into my pack I find rocks (I'm a geoscientist) from a previous excursion. Gah, so I packed at least a pound of rocks up
and down and around.... 

Lessons learned:
1. Get up much earlier than you think will be necessary. Plan for that super early storm.
2. Camp at the starting TH. No matter how fast you can drive these roads, it eats precious time!
3. The distance between these peaks only feels small when you are close to them...

Day 2: Redcloud, Sunshine, "Sundog"

../images/trips/wett/49_2009071311494323_l.jpg
http://www.14ers.com/php14ers/tripedit.php?trip=6521

